




















































































































































































































































































































Chapter 9: The Line Editor (EDLIN) 

The Line Editor (EDLIN) program performs the following functions: 

o Creates new source files and saves them.

o Updates existing files and saves both the updated and original files.

o Deletes, edits, inserts, and displays lines.

o Searches for, deletes, or replaces text within one or more lines.

The text in files created or edited by EDLIN is divided into lines, each up to 
253 characters long. Line numbers are generated and displayed by EDLIN 
during the editing process, but are not actually present in the saved file. 

When you insert lines, all line numbers following the inserted text advance 
automatically by the number of lines being inserted. When you delete lines 
in a file, all line numbers following the deleted text decrease automatically 
by the number of lines deleted. As a result, lines are always numbered 
co'nsecutively in your file. 

How To Enter and Exit EDLIN To start EDLIN, type: 

EDLIN fi lespec 

If you are creating a new file, thefilespec should be the name of the file you 
wish to create. If EDLIN does not find this file on a drive, EDLIN creates a 
new file with the name you specify. 

To exit EDLIN, enter either "Exit" or "E" next to the EDLIN prompt 
(discussed below), which is an asterisk(*). 

How To Enter Text 

The following message and prompt are displayed after you enter EDLIN: 

New f i I e ;,_ 

Notice that the prompt for EDLIN is an asterisk(*). You can now enter one 
of the EDLIN commands described later in the chapter. You can now 
proceed as follows: 

o To enter a command, type in the command (or initial as indicated in the
descriptions later in the chapter) and press Return.

For example, to enter insert mode so that you can enter text, type in
I (for INSERT) and press Return.

Start entering text immediately to the right of the line number and an
asterisk appears on the screen. Press Return for the next sequential line
number when desired.
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